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BORD
We keep foriJettiniJ all those who lilled before us,

We keep foriJettiniJ those who lilled and worked in our
communities.

I
I,,
t
I We drink from wells we did not find,
I We eat food from farmland we did not dellelop.
t We eniolJ freedoms which we halle not earned.
I We worship in churches which we did not build. .
t We lille itt communities we did not establish. t
, This dalJ, make us iJrateful for our heritaiJe. I, ,
i Amen. tI From The Printery, Mennonite Heritage Village, Steinbach, Manitoba. I
L ,"-"'-"~.-.c_.___ ...... --=_...-.. ~ _ _ . _ --= __ ..-....-._,.-....-..~;

We keep foriJettiniJ those who pralJed and saniJ hlJmns
in our churches before we were born.
We keep foriJettiniJ what our fathers halle done for us.
We commit the sin, Lord, of assuminiJ that ellerlJthiniJ
beiJins with us.
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Ancestors of Henry Conrad Gerig

Jacob Gerig
b: 1794 in Markirch, Alsace, FR

.-,-----il m: 28 Jul 1816 in Pfastatt Commune, Alsace,
d: 01 Sep 1851 in Mulhouse, Alsace, FR

Christian Z. Gerig
b: 15 Nov 1819 in Pfastatt, Alsace, FR

I I m: 06 Mar 1848 in Pfastatt Commune, Alsac
d: 23 Feb 1874 in Leo, Allen Co., Indiana

Elizabeth Zimmerman
I I b: 30 Oct 1797 in Robertsau, Alsace, FR

I I L. d: 28 Feb 1848 in Pfastatt, Mulhaus, Alsace,
Christian Reck Gerig
b: 08 Apr 1855 in Mulhausen, Alsace, France

r, -----11 m: 07 Feb 1878 in Wayland, Henry Co., Iowa
d: 09 Mar 1942 in Albany, Linn Co., OR

Henri Rech
I I b: 1789

d: 1876

Barbe Reck
, I b: 15 Sep 1827 in Darmach, Upper Rhine

d: 15 Mar 1899 in Albany, Linn Co., OR

I I Catherine Wenger

Henry Conrad Gerig
b: 13 Feb 1902 in Wayland, Henry Co., Iowa
m: 20 Oct 1921 in Albany, Linn Co., OR by
d: 23 Aug 1982 in Lebanon, Linn Co., Orego Hans Conrad

b: 03 Aug 1783 in Montbeliard, FR
, I m: 07 May 1812 in near Montbeliard, FR

d: 06 May 1861 in Wayne Co, OH

Martin H. Conrad
b: 04 Jan 1817 in Montbeliard, FR

.-,-----II m: 27 Nov 1856 in Henry Co., IA
d: 18 Mar 1892 in Henry Co., IA

Barbara Hilty
I I b: 09 May 1779

,I , d:25 Aug 1853

Mary B. Conrad
I I b: 04 Sep 1857 in Henry Co., Iowa

d: 15 Mar 1914 in Albany, Linn Co., OR

Verena Boshart
, I b: 20 Jan 1829 in Alsace, FR

d: 21 Feb 1859 in Henry Co., IA



GERIG
Spellings of Gerig family name

KERIG & GERIG both in the 1848 certified copy at Pfastaff commune
the wedding certificate of CHRISTIAN GERIG and BARBARA RECH (RECK).
Married 6 MAR 1848.

Cherich- French- Les Anabaptistes -Mennonites De Salm - M -
289.74438

There was a farm located in the de Salm between J48A 1946
Belfort & Strausbourg as Andre Shoerique Ferme.

Gehrig - Switzerland spelling

Gerig - as Garick Mennonite Quarterly Review page 164

Gerrig -(C.R) 1905 Linn County Census

Gerig. Schirch. Cherich. Schoerique spellings in OCT 1983 Mennonite Family
History, "The Land of Salm" pp.# 156

Gorig -- 1821-1825 Koering

Guering--European passport for a Joseph Gerig.

Korig --Birth certificate of Jacob Gerig

Gerich
Gereke

Gehrig
Gerigk

Goering
Gearike

Gering
Gerigk

Geering
Geric

Goehring

"GERIG. - A family name well known in Ohio., Jndiana, Iowa and Oregon. With the
exception of the Gerigs (Gearing) in the vi~inity of Grabill, IN, (who belong to
the Defenseless Mennonites), the majority of the Gerig family in America are
members of the main body of Mennonites.

Gerig. Jacob (1788 -1851). - A resident of Alsace. France, and progenitor of a
nUUlerous family, most of them living in America. Two of his sons (Sebastion of
Wayland. Iowa. and Benjamin of Smithville. Ohio.) were Amish Mennonite bishops
and two fo his grandsons are serving in a similar capacity. Besides these are
two great-grandson (Willard Leichty of Wayland. Iowa and Henry Gerig of Albany.
OR. both ordained in 1935) who are in the ministry and others among the
descendants are active workers in the church."

Mennonite Cyclopedic Dictionary. by Daniel Kauffman. 1937

When the Gerig's immigrated to America they each came by themselves. Although
they all came for the same reasons, leaving because of the threat of military
training required of the men. Sebastion came first in 1855/56 and sttled in
Henry Co .• IA. Bejamin came in 1860 to Wayne Co .• Ohio. Christian Reck Gerig
1864 with his parents. Sister Elizabeth (Gerig) Meyers 1872. Two sisters Mary
(Mrs. Joseph Roth) and Katherine (Mrs. Jacob Koebel) came later with their
families before their sons were to be drafted.



, GBC

GD
GDl
GD2
GD3
GD4
GD5+
GD6
GD7+

GD,GE

DJP60

PSOl
IPSO

11&1

'SOl

so

SOl
50
110
110

)0

10
101

70
~O

,01 _GEl
GEll
_ 12+
GE13
GE14
GE15
GE16
GE17
GEl8
GE19
GEla

"~GE3
, GE31

GE32
GE33
GE34·
GE35

f
01
01 .r--'Z
01

'01 'Gerig, Joseph m Yoder, Christina AF ca 1799·
Magdalena AF 12/12/1829· 11/ 5/1884
Christina AF 4/17/1831· 10/29/1909 wo
Catherine AF 7/12/1832· 3/10/1879 Wo
Anna Wo ca 1836·
Joseph wo ca 1839·

GE12 Gerig, Christian m ~fc~,~arbara
. GE121 ·Cllr1stianR AF 4/ 3/1855·
GE122 Barbara AF 7/ 4/i857.

C/I..i-tIet-·, '1 ~_ A r: I gq3

Hartzler, Isaac J HZ1513
Schrock, Moses SK349
Zook, Ezra ZK21161
Lochner, Jacob
Bohn", Sarah

1re."C.~
AF 9/15/1838·3/15/1899 \ i.u.<t. weCfd..i "j

1942 LR Conrad, Mary" CR1241- -
1/15/1921 BR Maurer, Joseph'

If 41 dY . (" ~t"s. _ 6o.s~(!? '"
f-.JisT. /VlSS 1- ¥'{ 8O"j / ale;.

XO: Ross Co., Ohio. MX: Marion Co., Ohio
I Died before 7/4/1758 in LP, A Lebanon Co., Pa history lists issue of Peter and Fran~y Gundy: John. Peter, Magdalena. Joseph. Benjamin, Christian.
David.
• "Franey" • Order of issue unknown. All born before 1790. 7 "Fanny"
3 Mortgage RLP 11/6/1766·11/28/1766 (Satisfied 6/2/1772) to Jacob Erb and Jacob Kurtz (guardians of Joseph. Benjamin and David Gunty - orphans
and heirs of Peter Gunty deceased) by John Gunty and wife Anna: a tract in RLP adjacent to Muddy Creek. land of Christian Gunty. etc.
• Notation from Jean H. Hershberger 6406 Taper Court, Sykesville. Md. 21784: Peter Gundy's daughter Magdalena petitioned for a guardian in 1758
(LP). She subsequently married a Hershberger. She had a brother Joseph who married a Kauffman and moved to ESP,"
5 RLP 4/5/1772: Benjamin and David Gundy over 14 chose brother John as guardian in place of Jacob Kurtz and Jacob Erb. RLP 5/8/1772: guardianship
account of Jacob Erb and Jacob Kurtz for Joseph, Benjamin and David Gundy ("Joseph Gundy now of age") showing payments to John Gundy as new
fuardian of Benjamin and David.
By telephone from Roy B. Zuck, Dallas Texas (214-341-8372) a descendant of John Zuck ZK151 + : The wife of John Zuck was Anna Van Gundy b

1/12/1781d/o David and Anna Gundy, David Gundy born on "Malia" Creek LP 5/6/1755. died 5/2/1827 in Ross Co., Ohio .
•W Data on all Gerig families given by Mrs. Paul E. Wade of Sterling Illinois from papers of Professor J. C. Meyer of Western Reserve University.
10 d/o John and Barbara (Stuckey) Zimmerman. II Jacob Gerig GE1"t had a nephew Christian !?chaniz, born ca 1821.
It Came to America as a widow with two sons and her brother Benjamin. I" s/o Michael and Anna Marie (RetzenhaIfer) Meyer.
14 Given as Reck by JCM. but with her family in GW070 is Henry Rich. 77, born F, ,presumably her father.
15 d/o Peter and Catherine (Burkholder) Schrag, s/o immigrant Benedict Schrag. I Given as Bone by JCM.
ITd/o Martin H. and Fannie (Bushart) Conrad s/o John and Barbara (Hilti) Conrad.

------ --

md
~W,

md
v/o
m-
)v-

91 Gundy, Gerig

Gundy, Peter I m , Veronica'
John" 5 1740· , Anna'
Christian" 1742·
Magdalena' 1744· Hershberger, [Christian HB3 +
Peter 1746·
Joseph" • 5 1751- Kauffman, Veronica KF45
Benjamin" 5 1753·
David" 5 " LP 5/ 6/1755· 5/ 2/1877 xo . Anna"

RLP90

BBPOO['?

SP90

Gundy, Joseph' m Kauffman, Veronica KF45
Regina
Veronica7

Rebecca
Mary
Christina

BP 1755·
Folk, John FL1 +
Forney, Peter
Firebane, David
Nafsinger, Joseph
Hartrout, John

SP90
GM30

Barrl.oa Co•• Ohio

Gundy, David' m , Anna
Anna P 1/ 2/1781· 1869 MX Zuck, John ZK151-

Gerig, Christian' m Goldschmidt, Elizabeth [GM116?[ JCM
Jacob AF 1794· 9/ 1/1851 At Zimmerman, Elizabethl. AF 1796-2/28/1848 AF
dau" AF '. '.§chantz, _
Joseph AF ca 1800· Yoder, Christina AFca 1799· GWOSO

./
Glrig, Jacob.Jl1 Zimmerman. Elizabeth AF 1796·2/28/1&48 AF JCM

Elizabetfi1'"V AF 8/20/1817· 2/ 1/1905 . Meyer, John 'µ'cobl3 AlF5/1/1815-2/16/1868 AF
ChristiaIL{ ~AF---1;..819· 1~1.4...-.......J~i!;h,B,iI,.r.MrA~~~j}ll,§L~~38.3112L18.?9__
Peter ./ AF 1821· 1821 AF dy
Jacob ~ AF 8/ 3/1823· 8/26/1855 Stucky, Catherine 1827· . . S~
Barbara... AF 1826· 1863 AF· ;;).Mp ~ eo ~ ,02(P{P ,,),(P

atherine AF lllJ 5/1.821:-.l./.l1L!..907 Ko.ebel, Jacob -f G ~ f
Mary ,/ AF 1834· 1894 Roth, Joseph
Sebastian AF 5/27/1838· 4/ 3/1924 HJ Goldsmith, Magdalena GM1154c JGHD394 JHJSO
Joseph AF 9/ 5/1840~ 8/ 7/1840 AF dy
Benjamin AF 11/10/1842· 8/ 4/1913 wo Schrag, Lydia15 1840·1911 - GW080

gchroc-'"
JCM
HHH4999
DBH3290

GWOSO
GLl70
GW060
GWOSO
IGWOSOI

GW070



Goldschmid. Goldschmidt, Goldsmith ·8. i·'
1/ V 1117

GM . ~1 Goldsc:hmid. Jacob' m Hall, Barbara .. . 4/25/1718 ,
- GM1+ Heinrich as 1115/1691- 2/17/1755 AF Hueser, Barbara ca 1691-2/19/1743 AF'

GM2 Anna as ca 1696- 9/ 6/1756 AF Blanken, Nicholas .
~-::M3 Barbara as baptized 3/16/1698 . r ~:1f.

4M4 Jackob as baptized 3/16/1698 A .• At
GM5 Anna Barbara as baptized 6/30/1701 v,_~
GM6 Hans Kasper as baptized 10/2/1907 f,(1' 1",

GM7 Hans Heinrich as baptized 9/15/1709 " !~
GM8 . Conrad as 1/18/1713· 9/17/1760 AF Huntzinger, Anna Marie ca 1725-3/9/17~5 AF "0 ~

'6~ ; fll . . _;,;;t:t-
GMl 3· Goldtchmid, Heinrich m Hueser. Barbara ca 1691·2/19/1743 AF ~~ JGHDp5
GM11+ Jakob 2/ 2/1722· 3/16/1771 AF Fretz, Barbara J/lpdJlfi/ ~ •.~
GM12. Elisabeth,. ca 1726· ~30/1755 AF Schantz, Christi~n __ ~~~ U. <y"' U

~ lif'::> ~'GMll Iq GoldechmW, Jacobi m Fretz, Barbara •
GM111 Heinrich AF 6/ 1/1748- Gingerich, Barbara
GM1l2 Johannes AF • 1795 Bruchbuhler, Barbara
GM118 Jakob AF
GM1l4 Peter AF
GM115+ Conrad AF
GM116 n?Elizabeth , . AF

GM115
GM1151
GM1152+
GMl153
GMl154 +
GM1155
GMl156

GM1152
GM11521
GM11522

~
M1154

GM11541

GMl1542
GMl1543
GM11544
GM11545
GMl1546
GM11547
GM11548
GMl1549
GMl154a·
GMl154b
GMl154c

98

~1I!ll~1m~F·¥.
:Of 1:~

GMif~t.ii:

JGHDp6

JGHDp6

• 1/ 4/1837 AF
1757· 1817 AF

Kauffman, Marie ~
Koenig, Catherine KGC1 b ~e(. ~

~Gerig, Christian GE+ -,~t- ~ {f-J-'=,-,-.~ ~...,
BG .1/1/1836 AG

Gautsche,' Christian G ca 1782·
Schlatter, Catherine ca 1791·9/4/1878

,I
"(I

MB04O. MB~n,
MB04O' ·,f];·

~;,;

Goldsc:bmidt. Conradi m Koenig, Catherine KGC1
Catherine AF ca 1790·
Jacob AF
ch AF

-Joseph AF 3/19/1796- 4/26/1876 HJ
Magdalena AF 4/19/1797·
Benjamin AF 11/ 7/1800·

Swartzendruber, Elizabeth' . MB040

LB040

Goldamith. Jacob m Schlatter, Catherine
Catherine AF 6/15/1827-
Jacob AF ca 1832·

ca 1791·9/4/1878
Egly, Henry', 7 4/5/1824·
Egly, Susanne· G ca 1824-

MB040

MB050

JGHDlGoldemith. JOBeP~ m Swartzendruber, Elizabeth HG 2/17/1807·8/18/1900 HJ
John WN 9/14/1824- 4/11/1914 HJ , Linder, Mary ·5/5/1870
m2 ( 18741 Sloneker, Barbara 4/22/1841-3/9/1922

Catherine WN 5/ 3/1826- 3/ 2/1886 80 Augspurger, tJ oseph" F 1/4/1816-2/17/1896
Lydia WN 4/12/1828- 4/15/1910 HJ ds
Benjamin WN 10/21/1830· 1/29/1920 LJ Hauter, Magdalena BG 10/7/1831·3/31/1918
Joseph BO 10/ 5/1832· . 190980 Kinsinger, Magdalena" 7/24/1838· 1911
Peter 80 11/28/1834· 11/15/1904 xx Sommers, Eve SUB26 DBH4756
Christian BO 6/29/1837· 5/21/1920 BO Sloneker, Barbara 1/27/1844·2/23/1914 80
Elizabeth BO 11/ 3/1838· 3/25/1914 Wenger, Christian'· .F 10/8/1833·10/14/1912 HJ
Jacob BO 4/ 5/1841· 6/21/1930 HJ Schantz, Magdalena 12/3/1853-7/4/1936
Anna" BO 4/ 5/1841- 1/ 2/1926 WJ Roth, Michael'l 08/18/1834·1/17/1903
Veronica 18 80 6/ 5/1843- 8/12/1909 JJ Gingerich, tJoseph J GG449 +
Mal1:dalena LJ 1/22/1847· 9/ 8/1931 HJ Gerig, -Sebastian GE1~

THJeo

JHJ80
FB050

MWJ80

MWJ60

JH)BJ)

JHJ80
WJJ80

~ JHJ80

XX: Wheatland, Wyoming
, m ZS 11/12/1689, d 4/27/1721. • Eight children and the widow were survivors of the father. Order of issue unknown.
S Six children survived the father. • Also ~iven as Gauchy, Gouchie.
b-HG 2/17/1807-8/18/1900 HJ. d/o Catherine __ who d 3/ /1861 age 88 years, given as Catherine Swartzendruber on her tombstone, but as

~ 'ltberine Miller in THJ60.
cjo Abraham and Magdalena (Reber) Egly. Abraham Egly might have been a brother of Catherine Egly wlo Jacob Raber RR + andlor of Christian

EgJi EG + . Magdalena Raber might have been RR3.
7 One of the founders of the Defenseless Mennonite Church (The "Egly" Church), • slo Joseph and Elizabeth (Schlabach) AU1spurger.
• d/o Joseph and Magdalena Kinsinger. IU s/o Christian and Mary Wenger. H "Nancy." .. slo John and Catherine Roth. ,. "Fanny."
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Christian Z. Gerig
B. 1819 ---- D. 1874 married March 6, 1848 to Barbe Reck

at Pfastatt Commune, AlsaceLorraine, France
This is a copy of a tintype

I



BARBARA RECK GERIG CONRAD

b. 15 SEP 1827 -Darauch, Upper
Rhine.
d. 15 MAR 1899 -Lebanon, Oregon
Buried Lebanon rOOF Cemetery.

m. 6 MAR 1948 to Christian Z.
Gerig at Pfastatt Commune, Alsace,
France. Mother of Christian Reck
Gerig and Barbara (Gerig) Maurer.
Her second marriage was to Mr.
Conrad. After his death she moved
to OREGON with daughter Barbara,
(Mrs. Joseph Maurer) and husband
and made her home with them. She
was a charter member of Fairview
Amish Mennonite Church.

Father -Henri Reck (Recke) Mother -
Catherine Wenger

;GraM-d. ~ ~ h~V'i~ d
~ep~.~ ~ CJR..



Includes the story of Barbe Gerig Conrad coming to Oregon in 1887. She was C.R. Gerig's mother

THE MAURER STORY

Our story begins in Alsace of France, a small country that lies just west of
the Rhine River. Some think that it may have been near Maulhausen (now
Malhouse) in lower Alsace, but this is only a supposition based on that fact that
John Maurer's future daughter-in-law came from that place. The plain people of
Alsace were almost entirely made up of those who were on the Amish side of the
division of 1693. Historical records indicate that the smaller provinces of Gennany
were largely incorporated into one large state. It would seem that France did the
same in relation to Alsace where some of our forefathers came from. This was of
deep concern to the nonresistant people who had been so severely persecuted for
their faith. It would now be of little value to flee from one community to another
as it was all under the same government. Therefore the pressure of militarism was
a great and primary reason that the Amish Mennonites of Alsace began to leave
almost enmass for American shores because of the freedom it promised.

Our story continues with John Maurer and his wife Anna. Records indicate
that he died July 27, 1883, at the age of 66 years and six months. This would
indicate that he would have been born in January or February of 1817. His wife
Anna Howery was born 1820 and died May 16, 18~7, at the age of 77.

The John Maurer family emigrated to America with four and perhaps five
children in the year of 1853. Great-grandfather John Maurer would have been
about 36 years old at the time. Joseph (our grandfather in which we are
palticul",rly interested) was about 10 years old with his younger brother John Jr. at
about 7. Of this voyage across the ocean we have no record. Usually the voyage
across could take two or three months or even longer depending on the winds.
Often too there was sickness and death with passengers buried at sea. All on board
were glad when they had their first glimpse of the new world.

Great-grandfather John Maurer settled with his family near Pulaski, Iowa.
He died on July 1883 and is bwied in the old cemetery north and just outside of the
[owu of Pulaski. He was 66 years and six months old when he passed away.

1



Our story continues with our Grandfather Joseph who was born in Alsace,
France on November 30, 1843, and came across the ocean in 1853 at about the age
of 10. He grew to manhood in the Pulaski, Iowa area. There is a picture of Joseph
but his daughter Sarah Schmucker has a question as to whether it is a correct one.

When Joseph had grown into young manhood, it is said that he had an
impressive dream that he would marry someone who was the only girl in the
family. Writing to a friend in Ohio, (according to this story) he asked this person if
he knew of such a girl. Later this person in Ohio did know of such a girl and
infonned Joseph about it. Joseph then went to the bank with his father John to
draw out some money for the trip to Ohio. The banker was reluctant to give him
the money but he finally did. The next morning the reason for his reluctance
became apparent as the bank had closed its doors. Joseph then left by train to find
the girl of his dreams. Upon meeting this girl he was convinced that this was the
girl that he wanted and began showing to her his affection. A friend wrote to Iowa
to check the young man Joseph's credentials. Joseph had a return ticket and time
was running out and so the wedding was scheduled. The letter from Iowa arrived
the day before the wedding. The girl he was about to marry was from a poor
family and was working to support her widowed mother.

He was united in marriage to Barbara Gerig on October 12, 1876. At their
marriage she was given the last wages she had earned and bought two sheets and
two pillow cases.

Now looking back a little into the life of Grandma Barbara (Gerig) Maurer.
She was born July 4, 1857 near Maulhausen, Alsace, France. She came with their
parents to America in 1864 at about the age of 7. With her parents they settled in
Wayne Co., Ohio and attended the Oak Grove Amish Mennonite Church. Her
brother Crist (according to the Gerig family history) moved to Indiana and thence
to Wayland, Iowa in 1876. Wayland, Iowa was not very far from where the Joseph
Maurer's lived. Later her brother Crist moved to Oregon and became the second
bishop of the church at Fairview near Albany, Oregon. Barbara's mother would
have desired to accompany the Joseph Maurers to Iowa after they were married.
But because of a previous commitment to marriage to a man by the name of
Conrad, she felt obligated to keep that commitment. Her new husband treated her

2



~. well but it is said that she was not well accepted by his children because they
feared that she would enter into their inheritance. After his death, she was at first
reluctant to settle the estate but finally consented, asking for only 500 dollars. The
relatives seemed happy with this and now seemed to come into good terms with
her. Great-grandmother (Gerig) Conrad moved to Iowa after her husband's death
and later accompanied her daughter and son-in-law (the Joseph Maurer's) to
Oregon. Here she died and is now buried in the Maurer plot at Lebanon, Oregon.

At the time of their marriage, Joseph Maurer was nearly 33 years old and
his wife Barbara was 19. In 1887 they moved to Oregon. Joseph's health was the
reason for the move as he was bothered with rheumatism. Joseph was 44 years old
at the time of their moving west. Prior to their move to Oregon, a cousin by the
name of Stevix had moved to Colfax, Washington. This family had left Iowa
following a severe storm that occurred in their area. It had demolished some of
their farm buildings, killing the hired girl but sparing their immediate family. The
Maurers had stopped at Colfax enroute to Oregon but Joseph did not like the winds
of this part of Washington.

In their move to Oregon they stopped a short time in the Hubbard, Oregon
area. We will give a quote from the book recording the history of the Pacific Coast
Conference:

"Ben Miller and family and Peter Mishler, who had been members of
the Forks A.M. Church, near Middlebury, Indiana, located near Hubbard,
Oregon. About 1887, Bishop Jonathan Smucker from the Indiana-Michigan
Conference came to Hubbard and organized a congregation. The membership
consisted of two families named together, Joseph Maurer and family, Peter
Christner and wife, L.J. Yoder and wife, the last two families named having
been members of the Old Order Amish Church." (see page 12)

To what extent that he and his family were identified with this first
organized group of plain people of the Mennonites is a matter of question but it is
obvious they did not long remain in this community. One story that came from a
son-in-law who knew Joseph well, says that Joseph thought that he was acquiring a
certain property only to find that an Amish brother had purchased it. This brings

·r
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out a point that the Amish were the first of the plain peoples here in the Hubbard
area and were not too receptive to the more progressive Mennonites moving into
the area. Another story reports a conversation between Joseph Maurer and the
Amish bishop. The Bishop was reported as saying, "Why not buy my land and I
will move on," with Joseph replying, "No, you were here first and I will move on."
And this is what he did.

Later this first Mennonite congregation at Hubbard largely disbanded and
moved to Elmira which is near Eugene, Oregon. However, Joseph Maurer with his
family moved to near Lebanon, Oregon. He anticipated that others would soon
move into the area, so they could have a congregation of their own faith. Since this
did not immediately materialize, after seven years he thought it best for his family
to move and had his place up for sale. However, then some others did move in and
the Fairview Church was organized.

Joseph's wife's brother, Crist Gerig, was ordained Bishop of this church in
1907. There were increasing conflicts in the congregation over various issues
including the hooks and eyes on clothing and the German language. From what we
could learn is that Joseph desired to remain aloof from these problems. He did,
however, favor the use of the German language but whether this had any bearing
on his move to Harrisburg is not known at this late date. It appears that the deacon
from Fairview had already moved to Harrisburg. The Joseph Maurer family
moved to Harrisburg November 4, 1912. They had lived 26 or 27 years in the
Fairview community. Three of his daughters remained members of Harrisburg
until the time of their death. The remainder of the sisters were members at
Fairview until death with the exception of Katie (Bethany), and Sarah
(Brownsville). Joseph's wife died January 15, 1921, and Joseph died on November

, ( ~ 30, 1928, at the age of 85. They are buried in what is now known as the IOOF
cemetery at Lebanon, Oregon.

Submitted by Wilbur Kropf
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MIGRATIONS OF THE SWISS (VOLHYNIANI MENNONITES

Iy the ancestral
. ..,...~,orge migration in
~)iI

~;(~(;".J
ALSACE 1525 and again 1643 - Goering, Grober, Rothe, /i:au(.
man, oMany fled Alsace during louIs XIV's persecution oflp~t.
estants including Mennonites. ~~

MONTEaeLlARD (Florlmont and O.lfortl .-. M,nnnnilQI como In
1670.1791. lmo. mlgr(ltl~n tllm. I~ 1671. I~dud.d, Kau(NI(Jn,
Grober, Gerig, Stucki, lIchti.

Early 170d's-1713 Menn's came from Alsace and Switzerland
including Stucki, Graber, Gerig. Kaufman, Lichti, Fluckiger, and
others,

Moses Gerig passport of Feb, 8, 1791 included: Gerig, Graber,
Lichti, Kaufman, Rothe.

THE PALATINATE (Pfalz) Arrived In· the Palatinate 1650 and re-
mained to 1786. Areas of Germany located on both sides of the
Rhine River with Heidelberg as lhe political centero .

The Mennonite families moved' into the area welt of Worms near
Kirchheim·Bolanden (present village of Weierhof Is located near
Marnheim), Family names include: Kt:ehbiel, Miller, Schrag, and
Zorger,

GALACIA-17~4,1786-located near lemberg, Austr·ia (territory
was acquired in the First Partition of Poland, This area is under
the sovereignty of Russia and was renamed l'vovJo There were 3
villages: Falkenste-in 1784-6 family na~es included: Bachman,
Krehbiel, Schrag, Mundelheim, Ewy, and Merk. Einoiedel 1786-18
family nome. included, Albrecht, Mauer, Mueller, Schmidt, Sutter,
Zercher, and Rupp, Rosenberg .1788-3 families,

J,,'_'-"'·i
Ei"l~ed.I,! AUlfrfa stopped temporarily and pos-
sibly moved tor Podolia on the lands of Prince
C:r:orforys~I"'l'"j'

.,'0
,"",

URSZULIN 1795 (Invited by
Prince Czartorskil. Some
went to Michelsdarf, Mund·
lein joined the group at .
least by 1800? Names, .••.
Gering, Kaufman, Grober,
Stucki, Flu.klger, Nom.o
added, Voran (boy adopt·
ed by Mundlein) Wolbert
by marriage, Senner and
Schwartz, formerly German
lutherans.

MICHELSDORF - 1795?·
1837 Names added, Mund·
lein, Schrag, Sutter, .Mauer,
Albright, Senner, Schwartz,
and Varon,

HUTTERITEBRUDERHOF REDITSCHOFF near Wis·
chenka, Russio, Families include: Mueller, Berg-
thold, Zerger, Schrag, Krehbiel, Schmidt, and
Suttero Schrag wamen married 2 Hutterite meno

MICHALIN .ettlement near Machnovka 1791?
(Invited by Prince Protocki} by Mennonites that
came from Graudenz on the Vistual Delta, In
1797 Swiss familie .•.of Krehbiel, Mueller, Schrag,
and Zerger joined them,

BERESINA, RUSSIA 180 I·
1802 Iinvited by Prince
Edward lubanirsky.) The
Swiss from Michalin moved
to Beresino, Names added:
Wedel.

OSTROG 1801·1802. (In·
vited by Prince Edward lu·
banirsky.) Dutch Mennonite.
from Micholin moved to
Ootrog.

't,
"

'-'(j~"'

~r

f<!a
,.1!;1J. •.

~~~
~;1~.

1801? North of Dubno (Futtor

EDWARDSDORF 1807 (Invited by Prince Edward
lubonirsky.1 Names included, Waldner, Archlus,
Riesz, Strousz, and Preheim,

This chart is taken from the EUROPEAN HISTORY OF THE SWISS MENNONITES FROM VOLHYNIA)
by Martin Schrag. With permission from the editor, Harley J; Stucky, Newton, KS.

WALDHEIM - 12 families
moved to Waldheim 1837?·
1874 from· Harodischtz. The
congregation owned the
land.

HORODISCHTZ 1837·1874
Land wooded, located near
Rovno, Included: Grober,
Albrecht. Kaufman, Flick.
inger, Gering, Krehbiel, Pre-
heim, Riesz, Schwarz.
Schrag, Senner, Strausz,
Stucki, Voran, A congrega-
tion was organized here,

Freemon-Marlon, S.D. 1874 Freeman-Marlon, S.D. 1874

CITYOF CHESTER
August 24, 1874
leader""":-Elder Peter Kauf·
man, Christian Kaufman,
and Christian Schrag

CITY OF CHESTER
August 24, 1874
leaders - Elder Johann
Schrag and Rev, Christian
Graber.

SAHOREZ - Families liv-
ing in Dubno area including
villages of Futtor and Heck;
er. Sahorez become the
congregational center after
1861 when the Edwards.
dori group moved to Koto,
sufka.

KOTOSUFJ(A and Neuman·
ufka. 1861-1874 - 25
mile. northwest of Zhito-
mir - Post Office: Horo-
schak. Names added, Dirks
and Ortman. Congregation
owned the land. Villages
were separated by a foresto

Freeman-Marlon, S.D. 1874 Moundridge, K•• 1874'

CITY OF RICHMOND
August 31, 1874
leader--Elder Jacob Stucky
and Jacob Goering

CITY OF RICHMOND
May 18, 1874
leader-Andrea. Schrag



CHRISTIAN GERIG

Born: 15 NOV 1819 at Pfastatt, Alsace Lorraine, France, to Jacques Gerig, b. 1794-1851 at
Markirch, Alsace Lorraine, France and Elizabeth Zimmerman, 1796-1848 b. Robensau, Alsace
Lorraine, France.
Married on 6 MAR 1848. At Pfaststaff Commune to Barbe Reche/Rich, b. 15 SEP 1827 at
Dornach, Upper Rhine FR She died 15 MAR 1899, and is buried at IOOF Cemetery,
Lebanon, OR
Christian died 1874 at Leo, IN
Their 3 children were Catherine 1843-1849
Christian Reck (C.R) 1855-1942 m. Mary Conrad
Barbara 1857-1921 m. Joseph Maurer

Siblings: 1) Elizabeth Meyer; 3) Peter, dy; 4) Jacob; 5)Barbara;
6) Catherine Koebel; 7) Mary Roth; 8) Sebastion;
9)Joseph, dy; 10) Benjamin;

Sebastion .Amish Mennonite Bishop at Sugar Creek Congo Wayland, IA.
Benjamin .Amish Mennonite Bishop at Oak Grove Congo Smithville, OH
C.R .Arnish Mennonite Bishop at Fairview Congo Albany, OR

BARBARA RECK GERIG CONRAD
Born - 15 SEP 1827, Do mach , Upper Rhine France
Died - 15 MAR 1899, Lebanon, OR
Buried at IOOF Cemetery at Lebanon, OR
Married 6, Mar 1948 to
Christian Z. Gerig at Pfastatt Commune, Alsace, France.
Mother of Christian Reck Gerig and Barbara (Gerig) Maurer.
Her second marriage was to Mr. Conrad. After his aeath
she moved to 0 REGO N with daughter Barbara,
(Mrs. Joseph Maurer) and husband and made her home
with them. She was a charter member of
Fairview Amish Mennonite Church.

Father - Henri Reck (Recke) Mother - Catherine Wenger

EBANON JOOF C~/Vt
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FIGURE G
LES ANCIENNES FERMES DE SALM VERS 1840
Dessin d'apres Ie plan cadastral conserve par Mme Marchal.

Numeros LES PROPRIETAIRES VERS 1840du plan

1 Ferme dlsparue, pres du ruisseau, au bord de I'ancien chemin de Salm a Grandfontalne.
Appartenait a Jean Kingrlch (Gingrich).

2 Maison Forestiere du Coucou, a I'emplacement de la ferme d' Andre Shoerique
(~Cou Cherich ou Gerig ?)

3 Hotel·Auberge Dock·Adam ancienne ferme de Christian et Madeleine Cherich construite en
1862. . -=-

4 Maison aya.nt servi d'ecole a partir de 1918· Ancienne habitation de Pierre Honck (ou Hung?)

5. Partie arriere gauche de la maison Kupferschmidt! Augsburger· Logement principal de Jean
Kingrich (Gingrich).

-
6 Cense Kupferschmidt!Gerber / Augsburger. Reconstruite apres Incendle en 1790· emplacement

d' une habitation des Ie Moyen·Age.

7 Cense Neuhauser Joseph (decede en 1869) et Neuhauser Christian. Appartient a la famille
SchlaGJach.

8 Construlte par Christian Schlaster en 1720· Copropriete : Hundzinger Caroline 2/ 14e H. Jacob
5!l4e H Jean Georges 5/ 14e Poell (Buhl) Nicolas du Climont 21 14e.

9 Cafe Marchal, construit a I'emplacement d'une boutique de marechal·ferrant appartenant a
Leonard HlJndzinger (Huntzinger).

10 En 1836, terrain en copropriete : Nicolas Ausburger et Jean Kingrich.
Cimetiere offert a la communaute mennonite par Ie premier.

11 Ferme disparue de Leonard Hundzinger. cultivateur et marechal·ferrant.
Remplacee actuellement par une remise. 11

/



La ferme de ia May de nos jours (dessin C. Jer6me)
Ces batiments datent du debut du siecle et s'elevent a proximite de I'endroit ou se trouvait la fenme historique,
lieu de reunion, qui brula en septembre 1912.
L'appellation" La May» servit a forger Ie nom de la premiere communaute mennonite des environs de Betfort,
connue sous Ie nom de" Lamaener Gemeinde ".

Plan de situation de la May ou ferme Gerig

.12jV}e n n c> n ;res
I .
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bIen qu'lls n'ment nen eu de commun avec les disciples de Calvin.

En 1780, I'Intenc!ance d'Alsace lan~ une gra...'1de enquete sur les anabaptistes. Les renseignements
recueillis par les baillis ont foumi un recensement detaille de J'implantation anabaptiste dans la province a
rette epoque4, !! y avait aJor'S362 a..'1abaptistes da.n~!a S'~bdelegaticn de Belfcrt qui se reparti~,saient
commesuit:

Hommes Femmes Enfants Domes- I TOTAL
tlque::;

Bailliage de BELFORT 6 7 11 24

Bailliage de DELLE 59 65 148 19 289

Bailliage de MASEVAUX 6 6 14 26..

Bailliage d'AL TKIRCH 2 2 - 6 10

Bailliage de BRUNST ATT 3 3 7 13

TOTAL 76 83 184 19- 362'

Parmi eux, se trouvaient les membres de la famille de La May.

2. La renne de La May
Situee au Nord de la route de Strasbourg, a 8 kilometres de Belfort et a J'abri des demieres pentes du

massif de Roppe, la ferme de La May etait batie sur un canton de terre que se disputaient les deux
communautes de Menoncourt et Eguenigue. C'est ce qui explique que I'on trouve parfois mention
d'anabaptistes dans ces deux villages ou au h~eau proche des Errues. En rt!alite, les seuls anabaptistes
qui ont reside dans la paroisse ont toujours ete installes dans Ii ferme de La May.

En 1780, Ie subdelegue de Belfort indiquait qu 'il y avait une famille anabaptiste a Eguenigue se
composant comme suit: Ie pere, Ia mere et deux enfants. Ce document signale qu'ils etaient
etablis depuis vingt ans et qu' « ils font valoir un bien a M. Ie Comte de Reinach (c 'est-a-dire : La
May) et payent la capitation». Helas, ce document ne nous donne pas Ie patronyme du fermier
anabaptiste. Contrairement a cette information, nous avons toute raison de croire qu'il y avait au
moins deux families « sur La May" Ii cette epoque.

En eifet, un bail du 21 Avrill780S par leque\ les anabaptistes de La Mayprenaient pour quatre annees
Ie paturage de Millandre, cite comme preneurs: Hammel un anabaptiste de Belfort, "Christ Hervd
anabaptiste et fermier sur La Maix" et "? Naftsquer7anabaptiste demeurant sur La Maix". Ils prenaient
pour quatre ans Ie tiers du paturage de Millandre (Riervescemont) dependant de Belfort pour un canon
annue\ de 230 livres payables en deux fois:--atl leTseptembre et a la fin de I'annee, plus 20 livres de beurrea
livrer en mai au juin et un fromage de 25 livres a liVTeren fin d'annee. L'hiver. les betes restaient a
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ClOncbien que les anabaptlstes de la fenne de La Maie aient envoy(~leur betail paturer en montagne a la
belle saison, du moins a la fin du xvnf sieele.8

Nous ignorons la date de la premiere installation de ces chretiens sur ce domaine. La May fut
achetee en 1711 par Ie sieur de Reinach 9, c' est a partir de cette date qu' il y install~ des fermierso
Comme nous ne possedons pas les baux de cette exploitation, nous ne pouvons dire si les premiers
preneurs etaient anabaptistes. Cependant, la date d'achat de la fenne correspond a un an pres a
celie de i'edit d'expulsion qui vit res anabaptistes essaimer dans route la province. Nous savons
aussi, que Ie sieur de Reinach qui ctait seigneur de Montreux avait deja installe des « ffereS "dans
ct!tte seigneurie. Bien que nous ne puissions I'affinner. il est tres possible que les anabaptistes se
soient instal!es a La Mav des les annees !712. On trot.!ve trace de leur existence en 1732 dans les
registres paroissiaux. II'est interessant de f<!marquer qu'ils ont occupe cette fenne jusqu'a notre
epoque et qu'ils l'occupent encore aujourd'hui. Cependant nous ignorons si ce sont eux qui
faisaient marcher la tuilerie installee sur Ie domaine 10.

On peut se demander ce qui pouvait pousser un proprietaire a affermer ses biens a des anabaptistes.
Ceux-ci avaient la reputation d'etre d'excellents agriculteurs, laborieux et intelligents. lis payaient tres
reguIierement leurs canons (loyers) et n'avaient pas de proces. De plus, comme ils n'avaient pas Iedroit
d'acquenr de biens (etant exiles),ils investissaient leurs economies en !:>etail11•lis s'interessaient aussi a la
pi<;cicu1ture (ily avait un etang a La May) et tissaient.

L'enquete de 1780 indique qu 'ils mariaient leurs enfants tres jeunes et se retiraient chez ceux-ci
au ils passaient leur vieillesse dans Ie travail. La seule exemption dont ils jouissaient etait celie de
la milice car leur religion leur interdisait de porter les annes. Ces paysans modeles etaient les
locataires ideaux des biens nobles au bourgeois et parfois meme ecclesiastiques.I

I
I

I
I
I
f;
i
i
~
"i 'I. Szisc...", d·Aisoce 0." 76.

i

3. Les mlEUl'Sanabaptistes
Lavie rel.igieuse est l'element Ie plus important de ia vie des anabaptistes. Leur doctrine s'exprime dans

leur confession de foi, elitede Dordrecht (1632) dont I'article 6 elit:"Ni Ie bapteme, ni la Sainte Cene ni
. I'Eglise ni une queiconque ceremonie exterieure ne peuvent en effet etre de quelque utilite pour plaire a
Dieu au obtenir de lui une consolation au promesse de sa!ut sans la foiet une nouveUenaissance(qui est)
un changement au un renouveUement de la vie.Mais on doit avec des creurs sinceres et une foicomplete
aDer aDieu et croire en Jesus-Christ".

Leur culte etait une simple reunion dans une salle de fenne presidee par des "anciens". Leshommes et
lesfemmes y etaient separes. De temps en temps on y procedait a des baptemes au a des mariages. Les
offices consistaient en prieres, partage du pam et du Yin(non !:>enis)et lavement des pieds.

Au XI~ sieele, la fenne de La Maya servi de lieu de culte pour les anabaptistes de Belfort12• Nous
ignorons s'u en etait deja ainsi avapt la Revolution. Aucun document ne confmne ni n'infmne cette
supposition.

Les anabasptistes etaient opposes au bapteme des enfants. Chez eux, on baptisait vers rage de
quinze ans, apres que Ie postulant eut subi une instruction religieuse de plusieurs mois entrecou-
pee d'examens periodiques. II n'y avait ai parrain ni marraine.
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Gerig, Jacob (1794-1851). - A
resident of Alsace, France, and pro-
genitor of a lIumerous family, most
of them living in America. Two of
his sons (Sebastian of V/ayland. Io-
wa. and Benjamin of Smithville, 0.)
were Amish 11ennonite bishops and
two of his grandsons (Christian R.
of Albany, Oreg., and Jacob S. of
Smithville. 0.) arc servin.L; in a ,illl-
ilar capacity. Besides these are two
great-grandsons (\Villard Leichty of
Wayland, Iowa. and Henry Gerig of
Albany, Oreg., both ordained in
1935) who are in the ministr\" and
others among the descendants are
active workers in the Church.
_ Gerig, Sebastian (1838-192'+)-
He was born in Alsace, France. and
united with the Amish Mennonite
Church at the age of seventeen.
Three years later he carne to Amer-
ica, spent a few weeks in Canada.
six years in Davis Co .. Iowa. two
vears in Ohio, and finallv settled in
Henry Co., Iowa. In 1864, he was
married to Magdalena. daughter of
Bishop Joseph Goldschmidt. He
was ordained to the ministrv in 1869.
and ten vears later was o~dained a
bishor. For a number of years he
was the overseeing bishop of all the
Amish Mennonite congregations in
Iowa. He was active and alert. trav-
eled extensively, ~tlende(I,tlan·; con-
ferences, and exerted a comman(l-
ing inAuence wherever he went. es-
recially in the \1Vestern District A.
M. Conference, of which body he \Vas
a leading· memher fr0m the- time of
its organization in 1883.

German.- The language spoken
bv most bf the Mennonites in Amer-
ica. until toward the latter p"rt of
the last century. Outside the Dutch
1t[ennonitcs. the German language
took the lead among :-1cnnonitcs: in
America almost exclusively so.
ThrouL;h the inAuence of puhlic
schools. in which the English lan-
guage was taught to children of suc-
ce:--;siv(' g-C:lleration'" there' \vas :1. Q"cn-
na! trend towar(l Englic:h srl""kinc::.
:1.11d consequcnth·. lowarrl 1'::11).[I;,h
p1 c:l(-hil1~." (~radu;tll\' the ollrJO··:1tinJ\
to E1Igli~>h l\rt';tchil1~ j":l,len :l\.' -~y
:l1ltil at the present t1me We eCr1l1<111
language is rar~ly ever used allH)n~

\{enllonites in the pulpit or ill Stln-
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,G-c
9,;2.1, / ():z was ordained to the ministry at

. West Branch in 1909 and returned
(\:1 ts;) /< to Canada in 1924.

Gerber, Samuel (1863-1929).-

I / 9'()'33 'JBorn near Carlock, Ill., in early
c.?'y)lanhood he united with the Amish

~[cnnonite Church at Tremont, Ill.,
where he spent the remainder of hi"
life. He \\as ordained to the minis-
try in 1897, and fourteen years later,
he was ordained a bishop. He was
one of the most inAuential members
of his conference (first of the 'vVest-
ern District A. M. Conference and
later of the Illinois Conference), and
besides his work as an overseer. he
spent some time in the evangelistic
fielel and as an instructor in Bible
conferences. ·'During his 32 years
as a minister he off1ciatec1 at 38 mar-
riages, baptized 362 C01werts. and
orc1ained 2 bishops and 4 ministers."

Gerber, Valentine (1853-1928).-
A native of 'vVaterloo Co., Ont., he
was ordained to the ministry in Holt
Co., Neb. Later he served the Lord
and the Church ill Wilmot, Minn.,
and in Haldimanel Co., Ont., after
which he moved to Huron Co., Ont.,
where he died.

Gerig.-A family name well known
in Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, anu Oregon.
""Vith th(' exception of Gerigs (Gea-
rig) in the ,·icinitl' of GrClhil1. Ind ..
(who belong to the Defenceless
Mennonites), the majority of the
Gerig family in America are mem-
\)ers of the main boel\' of Mennon-
ites. (See Gerig, Jacob.)

Gerig, Benjamin (1842-1913).-
Born in Alsace, France. he came to
America in 1860. He united with the
Amish Mennonite Church before
coming to America. The scene of
his life labors was in 'vVavne Co.,
Ohio, where in 1895 he was ·ordained
to the ministrv in the Oak Grove
congregation ai1(1 the foll()\ving year
was ordained a bishop. He took an
active interest in the affairs of the
Cl1lrrch and was a regular attendant
at confCrCllC('I..;, ()11(, of his ~ons,
Jacob S. Cerig, [ollowed in the fa-
tht'r';; fO(ll~tcps, ~,\·:1S 3. cn\' ..:orker
\vith hilll ill tite lllilli~tr\' i()r ;1 1111[0-
her of vt'~r-:.( .lnd sllcceeded hi111 d:-'
bish0!) in the 0ak Grove and Pleas-
ant Hill (,r.ngregations :l[ter his fa-
ther's death.

---,

------
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DEPARTEMENT DU BAS-RHIN

Declaration de deces faitea 1 'Hatel de Ville de StrasbouI:B,'departe!!!entdu
.. . \. ~.'

Bas-Rhin, pard evant 1'Qfficier de J?t Etat civil, a. ::neufheures du mat"in Ie
seize avril mil huit cent vingt-huit. Pr4noms et nom de la aec6d~e : Barb~
Stucki, s'gee de-soixante..,.troisans ';nee a,Ostheim, (Haut-Rhin) •.Profession
au c;.ualite: Epouse de Jean Zimmermann, CultiYateur, domiciliB a Strasbourg,
morte en cette mairie le seize du mois ccurant, & deux heures du matin, dans
1& maison situ4e N° 66 k la Menagerie hors 1& porte Dauphine. Prenoms, nom
et profession de s.on p~re : feu Benoit Stucki, Cultivateur. Pr0noms at nOD

de·sa mere:: feu .1. Premier declarant: pronolts, nom, §.ge, profession:
Jean Zimmer:nann, Age de trente-huit ans, cultivateur, fils de la defunte.
Deuxieme dec:f-arant: pr0nons, nom, etc. Charles Heyberger, §.ge des·oixante-
cil1qans, ComFissaire de Poli·ce Adjoint, voisin de 1a defunte. Les deux de-
clarants domiciliee en cette mairie. Lecture faite, l'Officier ~e l~Etat

r" .
civil a signe avec les declarans.

Signatures L'Officier de l'Etat Civil
signature illisibleOh. HBYBERGEH

La conformite avec I'inscription au registre del'etat civil est certifiee.

Stra sbou rg, Ie _._.__1.~.._..9_c t_D. b!_~ :__.. ..._._.__.._ 196 ._§. ..~

L'Officier de I'ttat Civil
par delegation

, ,,,...,
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'I -



N0 629 1828 .-.~/ ..····--- - ..

V I L L·,E.Dt ..." STRASBOURG

DEPARTEMENT DU 8AS-RHIN

A C TE . 0 E _ DECES

Declar8.tion de deces f.aitee. l'Hete~ de Ville de StrasbourB,' departement du
Bas-Rhin, pard evant 1tOfficier de J"::l Etat civil, a :neuf heures du matin Ie·
seize avril mil huit cent vingt-huit. Pr4noms et nom de 1a ~eced~e : Barb~
Stucki, ~gee de 'fSoixante..,..troisans ; nee a,Ostheim, (Haut-Rhin} •.Profession
au ~ualite : Epouse de Jean Zimmermann, Cultivateurt domicili.e a Strasbourg,
morte en cette rna irie Ie seize du mois courant, 8. deux heure's du matln, dans
1& maison situ~e N° 66 k la Menagerie hors la porte Dauphine. Prenoms~ nom
et profession de aon p~re : feu Benoit Stucki, Cultiv~teur. Pr~noms at nOD

de"sa m~re ~ feu .1. Premier d~clarant : prcinoms, nom, Age, profession:
Jean Zimmer;nann, Age de trente-huit ans, cultivateur, fi18 de 1a defunte.
Deuxieme dec"farant : pr<4nons, nom, etc. Charles Heyberger,Age desoixante-
cirJ.qans, COInliissairede Poli·ce Adjoint, voisin de 1a defunte. Les deux de-
clarants domicilies en cette mairie. Lecture faite, 110fficier,de IfEtatr---. .
civil asigne avec les declarans.

Signatures : ZINl'ftERHANN

Cll. HEYBERGER
L'Officier de l'Etat C~vil
signature i11isible

La conformite avec I'inscription au registre del'etat civil est certifiee.

18 Octobre . 6.Strasbourg, Ie -.-.----- ....-....--.-.--.----.-- ..------ .._.. ._ 196._._ ....

L'Officier de l'Etat Civil
par d,W,gation

J i"""'il-
II -



Death Certificate copy of Barbe STUCKI

Declaration of death made in the city hall of village ofStrasbourg, department of the Bas-Rhin of
the officer of the civil registration, made in the 9th hour of the morning the
16th April 1828.

Given first name of the deceased: Barbe Stucki, age of 63 years, born in
Ostheim, Haut-Rhin, Strasbourg, FR. Profession, wife of Jean Zimmermann, farmer, home in
Strasbourg. Death in this city hall the 16th of the month at 2nd hour in the home, the household
the (porte Dauphine). Given first name and profession of father the late deceased Benoit Stucki,
farmer. Given first name and profession of mother :feu.

First informant given first name age and profession Jean Zimmermann age 28, farmer, son of the
deceased. Second informant first name age and profession. Charles Heyberger, age of 65 years"
commissioner of police assistant, neighbor of the deceased. The second informant homes in this
city hall. Reading made the officer ofthe civil registration has signed with the informant.

Sig: Jean Zimmerman
Charles Heyberger

N.629/1828

Death certificate of JEAN ZIMMERMANN

Declaration of deceased made at the city hall of village ofStrasbourg, Dept. ofBas-Rhin, in front
of officer of the civil registion, at the 11th hour of the morning ofthe 18th of December 1828.
Given first name of the deceased, Jean Zimmerman, age 79 years. Born male at
Niederemmendingen, (Grand Duche of Bade;).

Sig: Zimmerman N.1963/1828 Dept. DU BAS-Rhin, Ville de Strasbourg
Heyberger

Profession or title: Farmer, widower of Barbe Stucki, home in Strasbourg, death in this city hall
the 18th of the current month at 7;00 o'clock in the morning in the home.

Given surname and profession of his father: the late deceased Jean Zimmermann, farmer. Given
first name and surname of the mother: deceased ./.

First informant, surname and profession: Jean Zimmerman age of29 years, farmer, son of the
deceased. Second informant, Charles Heyberger age of66 years, neighbor of the deceased.
Commission of police assistant.
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(
Heading:-.~1890 ..l----
Zimmermann, Elisabeth, born the 30th of OC.> ( f Rupertsau,
nourished by her mother.

Today, the 2nd of (lIth month of French Republic calandar) (in
the.)sixth year of the French Republic, united and indivisible,
seen by me, Valentin Hirschel, municipal officer of the district
of Strasbourg, region of Lower Rhine, elected to (transcribe,
draw up) the certificates intended to certify the civil state of
the citizens, the copy of the verbal proceeding, yesterday
(written up, pr~pared) by Jean Baumert, Superintendent of Police
of Rupertsau, municipality of Strasbourg, who states that Jean
Zimmermann, farmer, dwelling at said place number 301,
accompani~d by Louis Wechel, age 36 yars, farmer, ~nd by Jean
Baptiste Keller, age 50 years, secretary of said superintendent,
both dwelling at said place, has appeared before the said supt.,
to him has declared that Barbe Stoki, his wife in legitimate
marriage, gave birth, the day before yesterday (10th month), the
30th of at 3 o'clock ~n the afternoon at his said
dwelling, to a female child which he presented to said
superintendent; and to whom he gave the (first) name of
Elisabeth. I, Valentin tiirsche·,after Jean Zimrrlermannv fat.herof
the aforenamed child, Louis Wechel, and Jean Baptiste Keller,
have certif ied to me the truth of this' statement. I have
(tran,cribed, drawn ~p) this certificate which they have signed
with me, done in the (hall, house, building) district of
Strasbourg, the day, month, and years above.

(Signature)
Valentin Hirschel

(Signature)
Zimermmann Wechel J.B. Keller
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RepUBLIQUE FRAN<;:AISE

VILLE DE STRASBOURG

DEPARTEMENT DU BAS-RHIN

ACT E 0 E ....J)J:.PES, ,,-,--_...__ ._-, ...-.. _.- ......_._--.----_._-

:Declaration de dfjcE~sfu.:Ltea l'he-;el de Ville de Strasbourg, departeLent
du Bas-Rhin, pardevant l'Officj.er de l'Btat civil, i onze heures du matin
Ie dix-huit decembre mil huit cent vingt-huit. ?rcino2s et non du ~~CJd~:
Jean Zir:1!TIermann,~g~) de soix~::.n.te-neuf aus, n,j 8. NieuereGEiendingeIl, (Grand
Duch] de Bade) ; profes8io~ au qualit~ : Cultivateur, veuf de Barbe Stucki
1oDicili~ ~ Strasbourg, mort en cette Qairie, Ie dix-huit du ~ois cQursnt,
~ sept heures du matin, dans la maison situee N°, ~ la Menag~rie. Pr~nobs,
nom e~ profession de son p~re : feu Jean ZiDDermann, Cultivateur. Pr6no~s
et nom de sa m~re : feu ./. Premier declarant: prJ noms , no~, A~e, profes-
sian: .Jean Zi:'ln::er:r.al"..n,~gf3 de trente-r,eu.f ans, Cultiviiteur, fils au de-
funt. Deuxi~me declarant ; pr~2orns, noi, etc. Charles Reyberger, Agci de
Boixante-six a~s, COIDDissaire de Police Adjoint, voisin du defunt. Les
deux declar~~ts domicili6s en cette mairie. Lecture faite, I'Cfficier de
l'Etat civil a sign~ avec les d~clarants.

S igne.tures : ZII¥u\:~REANlJ
H3YB .&'\G ER

L'Officier de l'3tat civil

signature : illisible

-_.._---_._----_._--------------."...---

La conformite avec I'inscription au registre de I'etat civil est certifiee.
18 Octobre 6.Strasbourg, Ie ._._. . . ._.--- 196 _

L'Officier de I'etat Civil
par delegation

J{~



RepUBLIQUE FRANC;AISE N0 -j 96'5 1828._._-_._ .. / .

VillE DE STRASBOURG

DEPARTEMENT DU BAS-RHIN

ACT E 0 E DECES, •••• _._,_ ... _ .. _, __ .. , .. _. __ ' ... _,.",_, ...... ,'_' 0 • __

.Declaration de deces fuite a l'he-;el de Ville de Strasbourg, dcparteLent
du Bas-Rhin, pard evant l'Officj.er de l'Btat civil, ~ onze heures du rnatin
Ie dix-huit d~cembre mil huit cent vingt-huit. ?rcino~s et nOD du ~~Cjd~:
Jean Zimmern:ann, ~g~) de soix~inte-neuf ans, nt3 8. Nietl.ereLd~iendingeIl,(Grand
Duchj de Bade) ; profesGio~ ou qualit~ : Cultivuteur, veuf de Barbe Stucki
100ioi110 ~ Strasbourg, mort en cette mairie, Ie dix-huit du =Oi9 cQursnt,
~ sept haures du matin, dans la maison situ~e N°, ~ la Menagurie. Prjnobs,
nom e~ profession de son pere : feu Jean ZiDDeroann, Cultivateur. Pr6no~s
et nom de sa mere: feu ./. Premier declarant : prJ~oms, non, aie, profes-
sion : ,Jean Zi:-:mer:r.a!"1Jl,i1gr.§ de tren.te-Leu.f ans, Cultiviiteur, fils du de-
funt. Deuxieme declarant ; pr~rorns, no~, etc. Charles Reyberger, Agci de
Boixanta-six ans, Comnissaire de ~olice Adjoint, voisin du d~funt. Les
deux declar~nts domicili6s en cette mairie. Lecture faite, l'Cfficier de
ltEtat civil a signe avec les d3clarants.

S igne.tures_ : ZII1iI:.:r..;REANl'T
lIEYB .SRG ER

L'Officier de l'3tat civil

signature : illisible

La conformite avec I'inscription au registre de I'etat civil est certifiee.
18 Octobre 6.

Strasbourg, Ie ._._. .______ -._-- 196_._

l'Officier de I'etat Civil
par delegation

Ji-'



D~partement du Haut-Rhin ' •

Arrondissement de Mulhous.

C om·m· un· e· deP fa· s tat t....................................... .............. .. . . . .. . ........ . ...
Extrait du Registre des Actes de'Naiseances

de l'ann~e 1817.

-------~-~-~----

AC-Te de.
r---- te de

L'an mil huit cent dix-sept.1e vingt du mois d'Boat

a. deux heuree •.apr~s-midi •pardevant Noue Jean Heitz .Maire et

Officier de l'Etat-civil de 1a Commune de Pfastatt.Cant6n de

Mu1house .D~partement du Haut-Rhinuest comparu Jacques ttOERIG.

fermier,ag~ de trente ans,domicili~ e,ncette counnune.leq~l

nous a pr~sent~ un enfant au' sexe ftSminin,ntSeo.jourd'hui·A,

une heura de cat apr~s-miditde lu1 dtSo1arantet_d'Elisab.:tlL...

ZIMMERMANN,son ~ppuse,et auque1 i1 a d~c1ar~ vouloir domie·r,;

1e pr~nom d'Elisabeth. Les dites d~o1aration at pr~s.nt.tion

Naiseance faites en prtSsence d'Augustin SPONY.inst1tuteur,ag~ de v1ngt-

de Elisabeth cinq ans et de Georges Cond~.Weibeltig~ ,de cinquante-tro1a
1 , \t-?t,

K 0 E RIG ane,tous deux domicill~s en cette oommune.Et ont 1es p~re it
.'

n~e .1e t~molns sign~ avec noue 1e pr~sent acte de naissance ap:r~·i..,'

20 aout 1817

a. Pfastatt.
lecture at lntetpr~tation a eux faitls. Au bureau de 1'ltat-

civil de Pfastatt~les jour,Mois>at ans que devant. ----------.
------- ·Jacob KERIG ---Heitz.Maire------Spony----------------

four a.trait conforme,

Pfastatt,le 13 Aoat 1929.

de 1'Etat-oivil.par dtS1~gation :
ft~ "

" /,,-

,~/;/'~ /~~~ ~.~.

...

, ,



Birth of Record of Elisabeth Gerig 20 Aug 1817 at Commune of Pfastatt.

The year 1817. The month the 20th of August at 2nd hour afternoon in front of us, Jean
Heitz,

mayor and officer of the civil registration of the commune of Pfasatt, Canton of

Mulhouse Department of Haut-Rhin.

There appeared Jacques Koerig, fanner, age of 30 years, home in this commune, which

we have presented one infant of sex femine, born this day at one hour of this afternoon.

Of him declare and of Elisabeth Zimmennan son wife and who he has declared wish to

give the name Elisabeth. The said declaratioOn and presentation made in presence of

Augustin Spory, school teacher age of25 years and of Georges Conde Wiebel age of35

years two homes in same commune.



Birth of Record of Elisabeth Gerig 20 Aug 1817 at Commune ofPfastatt.

The year 1817. The month the 20th of August at 2nd hour afternoon in front of us, Jean
Heitz,

mayor and officer of the civil registration of the commune ofPfasatt, Canton of

Mulhouse Department of Haut-Rhin.

There appeared Jacques Koerig, fanner, age of30 years, home in this commune, which

we have presented one infant of sex femine, born this day at one hour of this afternoon.

Of him declare and of Elisabeth Zimmerman son wife and who he has declared wish to

give the name Elisabeth. The said declaratioOn and presentation made in presence of

Augustin Spory, school teacher age of 25 years and of Georges Conde Wiebel age of 35

years two homes in same commune.
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DIt:PARTMIINT OP' HISTO"Y

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

CLEVELAND. OHIO S "3 97840

...".. ,., Republique Franqaise

Arrondissem.ent de 1,:ulhouse

Co!!:mune de P f a s tat t

~xtrait du :tegistre des Actes de Naissances

N<'33

de l'an 1842

Ltan mil huit cent cuarante-deux,le dix du mois de

~ovemore,a. onze heures aT[ant mi di ,pardev;;:..ntNous Dani e1

Les dites declaration et presentation faites en presence

de Georges Spony,cultivateur,age de soixante ans,et d~ Joseph:

Ast,cordon~ier,a.ge de;soixante-cinq ans,tolls deux domici1ies

en cette cornnune.st ont les Pere et Te!T:oinssigne avec Nous

Ie present acte ap1'es lecture et interpretation ~ eux faites.

::aeffely,-"-aire et Jfficier de 1 'Stat-Civil de la Comr:mne

mjamin

de Pfastatt,Canton de }Ju1house;Arrondisspr;,ent d'Altkirch,

Depart ement du Haut-"EL1.in,aco::!:paruJacques GERIG, journali e1',

age de cinquante ans,domici1ie en cette cor.ul1une,leque1nous

a presente un enfant du sexe mascu1in qui lui est ne en son
GR."tlIG

ne. Ie 10-11-42
dornici1e,cejourd'hui a six heures du natin et auquel i1 a

declare vou1oir donner Ie prenom de 3ENJAUIX,lequel enfant

il a eu de Elisabeth Zirr~ermann,son epouse sans profession,

agee de qua1'ante cinq ans,domici1iee en cette corr~une.

Pour extrait conforme

Jacob Geri.?---Georg Spony------Ast----Haeffely-------------

Pfastatt,le 14 Aout 1929

L 'Officier de' 1"Etat-ci viI:

r ~



-

...&enjamin
Jl

-R.-=tIG

ne. Ie 10-11-42

WESTERN RESI:RVK UNIVERB·ITY

3:~ 978,10

Depart ement du =-:aut-::L'1in

Arrondisse~ent de 1~1~ouse

C 0 !!:. m u n e de P f a s tat t

::Zxtrait t' :i.eGistre des Actes

1.e~ 'f~1842

/3/}--i-It '1;Vl~
de Naissances

--rM I;JO;S;',! . ~. tt1 ~ ~1-
:f!;j~ . /gtj;;2...., . \ V()

L-an mil h~it cent cuarante-deu~le dix du.mois de
'1t1 ok- 11"& Kuur pe(o"'~ NoON In -fio71T of L-<...J..-
l'i"ovembre ,a. onze heures aT/ant midi ,pardevant .Naus Daniel

Mt:ice.r tr1 "t/-JL ~ reaisfret.tlOh <9+ eO~~lvl1e.
:Iaeffely,"""8.ire et Jfficier dB 1 '3tat-Civil de 1a CO:!'!lr.1une
~f ~
de Pfastatt,Canton de iJulhouse;Arrandissp.!:\ent d'A1tkirch,

rr1- ~ du.-~ fa.. bore tC
De:partement d.~ Haut-EL".in,a co~paru Jacques GERIG,joornalier,
ar,-- I1b Lf-~ ~ Ih th'/<;, e...omMVVl€, whiU, . we

age de cinQuante ans,domicilie en cette cOr"J.!:1une,1,:.que1nous
hM pre~&Y\,teJ.. ohe.. ihh,,",* ~ ~ 1'Y\t1-.H.v/lhe I...tJ~O hiM IS horh I~ SOh
a presente un enfant tiu sexe !!'.ascu1in qui lui est r;.e en son

h D Yf\ e. ~ d fu:I-- M--- . & h 0 (.) y- .$ et 1h(L 't he!.
domici1e,cejour"d'hui ~ six heures du I:1atin et auquel i1 a

de.c../PJU-. WI<:;,h ~ive-n.' -rAe,~/lrstY,l,CViYlLa1;'1 . whlc.i1 ih{!J
d~clar~ vouloir donner l~ pr~Qom de BENJAHI~,lequel enfant

h~s ~... w;te.. witnout"
i1 a eu de blisabeth Zi~~ermann,son epouse sans profession,
o.-~e.. ,*. 4 D .})- hOWl.e;. . - I} h ~ l!.~
agee de quarante cinq ~stdomici1iee en cette COIT:.rr,une.

-tM- /JtU-cL ~. OM-&-. f~~ d~ ,Vrv ~c-4-.

L~a ditee deo1aration et presentation faites en presence ~
+a-.rrn e-R- t!1;- ~ 0 1dLM4 ~ ~ ., -.1/

d~ Georges Spony,cu1tivate~rtage de soixa..n.te~nstet de Jos.eph!
SA (j e. fY\~k e f2. Q. ~ rYb & t;; \f-wiA --A~

Ast,cordonQier,lge de;soixante-cinq .ns,tous deux domicili6s
~ ~ ~'-L and ~ ~ \ \ ,"" '.' w:th
en cette COI:m!Une.:.?tont lesOPere et Te!!:oins si,gne avec Naus

Ie pr~sent acte apr~s lecture et interpretation ~ eux faites.

Jacob Geri?---Georg Spony------Ast----Haeffely------ _

Pour extrait conforme
/tu

Pfastatt,le 14 Aout 1929

L 'Officier de l"Etat-ci viI:

i
"



0121 GfAJI'tL
, ,

j
I
l
r
I
I

~

I
I

I

-~~~.--,~.~ ....., -, "'~~"-'''p---- -· ....~----r~.":~.,

II!

,.,

•



j

t

!
I
I

.~ ...-.-- .--~.-.~'..... ,._.........,:....

!
f

!
I
l
I
I
I

I
I
l

r
t
"I
f~
i
r

~
l
J
1
I::\\

f
!

t
I·
I
;

I
f
f
r,.
i

I
.1

".



No. J
Christian Kerig

; and

Certified copy

from the civil registers of the
Pfastatt Commune deposited in the
archives at the town hall of this
place Marriage Section
Year 1848 Folio 2

Barbe Rech

lylarch6, 1848

The year 1848 the sixth day of the month of March at eight

~'clock in the morning. In front of us. Henri Haeffely. mayor

From said acts in due form it has been given _ as well as

4Uldcivil officer of Pfastatt commune, publically appeared at

the courthouse. Mr. Christi~~ Kerig. '~actory worker bern L~ this.
commune on November 15, 1819 residing with his father in this~.

commune whose conseat has been documented, the son of Jacques.. .
terig, farmer, ~ld t~e late Elisabeth Zimmerman. and Miss Barbe

po~NACh
~ech. seamstress, born in Daruach in the Upper-Rhine on September

15. 1827, residing with father and mother at Mulhausen whose

consent has been documented, legitimate daughter of legal age of·f

~enri Rech, driver and of Catherine Wenger. Said people have

tequested that we officiate their marriage ceremony for which

public notification was made at Pfastatt on the Sundays of last

January )0 &.nd Feb:ruary 6 and at Mulhausen dux.ing the same period.s

wi "t-houtt,here being any X'eeulting oppo-sii;;ien.We have seen the

birth certificates of the sPGuses-to-bef the death certific~te of

the mother of the bridegroom, the certificate p~blished at Mulhaussen.

from Chapter 6 of the civil code title five concerning marriage.

Given the right of requisition of the individuals before us, we

asked them if they wanted to be taken as husband and ·wife (literally

"spousesn. Accordin.g t~ their separate affirmative answers we

pronounc~d in the na.cne 0·1' the J.aw th.at tIle said Mr. Chr:l.stiaIlKari.g

and Barbe Reeh are united in marriage. The above act was read

a...d inter·;::r.f'ted in German in the presence of the fatherls of the



( coupl~ and the mother of the bride, of misters Jacques Kerig, day

laborer, 24.years ol.d, brother of the spouse Of(?Autaine spouy?

~rural guardian, care?) Champetre-,.~8years old and friend of the

husband, the two residing in this commune of Jean Rech, locksmith,

22 years old, brother of the bride residing at Mulhausen and of

Jacques Wolff, cooper, ;6 years old,and neighbor and friend of

the b~ide residing in this commune, legal witnesses who attest

that the couple and their :fathers and .mother have signe'dwith us.

Signed in the register are Christ~an Gerig, Barbe Rech, Geri&

? ? Jakob Gerig, ?Spouy?, Jean Rech)Wolff, and Henri Haeffely,
i '

Mayor.
I

Certified: copy made at the city hall of Pfastatt, September.

( 7, 1850.
,

The Mayor·

Signature and seal of mayor.

Note that Gerig is spell'adwith both a Gand a K in this docuwent.

It is probably due to an error on the part of the person who made

this certified copy two years following the actual ceremony.



( coupl~ and the mother of the bride. of misters Jacques Kerig, day

laborer, 24 years old, brother of the spouse Of(?Autaine Spouy?

~rural guardian, Care?) Champetre-,.~8years old and friend of the

husband, the two residing in this commune of Jean Rech, locksmith,

22 years old, brother of the bride residing at Mulhausen and of

Jacques Wolff, cooper, 36 years old,and neighbor and friend of

the b~ide residing in this commune, legal witnesses who attest

that the couple and their fathers and .mother have signed with us.

Signed in the register are Christian Gerig, Barbe Rech, Geri&

? ? Jakob Gerige ?Spouy?, Jean Rech)Wolff. and Henri Haeffely.

Mayor.
I

Certified: copy made at the city hall of Pfastatt, September

'( 7. 1850.

The Mayor·

Signature and seal qf mayor.

Note that Gerig is spell'adwith both a G and a K in this docu.went.

It is probably due to an error on the part of the person who made

this certified copy two years following the actual ceremony.



Gerig. - Sebastian Gerig was born May 27, 1838, in Alsace, France. He accepted Christ as his
Savior and united with the Mennonite Church when 14 years of age. Three years later he came to
America, spending a few weeks in Canada, about six years in Davis County, Iowa, and two years
in Ohio. After this be came to Henry County, Iowa, where he has since resided. On Sept. 11,
1864, he was united in marriage with Magdalena Goldsmith, with whom he lived in holy
matrimony almost 60 years. To this union we're born three sons and nine daughters. He was called
to the ministry of the Sugar Creek congregation, near Wayland, Iowa. Ten years later he was
ordained as bishop. He took active part in this service for 55 years. He was remarkably active
until last October, when health began to fail. Since then he has not been able to attend church
services. The past ten weeks he was confined to his bed. During his illness he suffered much but
bore it patiently. When his pains were almost beyond endurance he always lifted his voice in
prayer in behalf of the Church, his children and grandchildren, and thanked the Lord for his many
blessings. He was submissive to his Master's will and asked that God's will and not his own be
done. On April 3, 1924, be peacefully passed away, at the age of 85 y. 10m. 6 d. He leaves his
aged companion, two sons and eight daughters (Joseph, Jacob, Elizabeth, wife of C. M. Roth,
Lydia, wife of Jacob Eigsti, Anna, wife of William Wyse, Mollie, wife ofD. W. Orendorf, Lavina,
wife of Amos Wyse, Eva Leichty, Emma, wife of A.D. Blosser, Minnie, wife ofS. J. Sutter; all of
the Sugar Creek congregation, near Wayland, Iowa, excepting Joseph, who is residing near
Springdale, Ark., and Lydia, living near Morton, Ill.), and 29 grandchildren and many other
relatives and friends. One son, a daughter, and a grandson preceded him to the eternal beyond.
Funeral services at the Sugar Creek Church, April, conducted by Bros. Joe Hershberger, Daniel
Graber, and Simon Gingerich, the sermon being based on Luke 2 :29, the text which was selected
by the aged bishop. He was especially interested in the welfare of young people, and willing to
lend a helping hand to anyone in need. He will be greatly missed in the home, the Church, and the
community. Transcriber's note: Day date of funeral missing from the original.

Gerig, Magdalena Goldsmith, youngest daughter of the late Joseph and Elizabeth Goldsmith was
born Jan. 22, 1847, at Westpoint, Lee Co., Iowa; died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Minnie
Sutter of Wayland, Iowa; Sept. 8, 1931. She attained the ripe old age of84 y. 7 m. 16d. She was
a member of a family of 12 children. 5 sisters and 6 brothers, all of whom have preceded her in
death. In 1857 at the age often she with her parents moved to Henry Co., Iowa. She attended and
united with the Sugar Creek Mennonite Church in her youth of which church her father was
founder and bishop. She remained a member in this church for almost 70 years, always retaininga
deep interest for the work of the Church in her heart and served as a faithful member. On Sept.
11, 1864, she was united in marriage,to Sebatian Gerig who preceded her in death 7 years a~o
and who had served the Sugar Creek Congregation as minister and bishop from 1869 to 1924. To
this union were born 3 sons and 9 daughters; Joseph of Wayland; Samuel, deceased; Jacob; Mrs.
C. M. Roth, both of Wayland; Mrs. Jacob Eigsti of Morton, Ill.; Helena, deceased; Mrs. Anna
Wyse; Mrs. D. W. Orendorff; Mrs. Amos Wyse, deceased; Mrs. Eva Leichty; Mrs. A. D. Blosser;
and Mrs. Minnie Sutter all of Wayland, Iowa. As a loving wife and mother she devoted an entire
life to her family-a life characterized by prayer and Christian service which aided her husband in
.the ministry and which gave her an opportunity to see her entire family united with the church of
her faith. All her children are still of the same faith which she confessed in her youth. Her husband
Bishop Sebastian Gerig, officiated at the marriage of all ten of their children. She was
grandmother W thirty-one grandchildren, thirty living and one deceased; and great-grandmother
to 16 great-grandchildren. She enjoyed a life of comparatively good general health with the
exception of a period of ten years during which she was confined to a wheel chair due to
rheumatism. In the latter years of her life she recovered sufficiently to walk: unaided. Her eyesight



also began to fail three years prior to her death and she was almost totally blind at the close of her
life. During her final illness of 5 months she was confined to her bed in an almost helpless
condition. During this time she always enjoyed company. Her mind remained active and keen. She
was a patient sufferer in her last days and was very grateful for all the kind acts extended to her by
those at her bedside. Her passing marks the close of a successful Christian life as sister, wife,
mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Funeral services in charge of Bros. Simon
Gingerich and Perry Blosser of South English, Ia. Text, Luke 2:36-38.

Gerig. - Joseph, son of Sebastian and Magdalena (Goldsmith) Gerig, was born near Trenton,
Iowa, Aug. 6, 1865; passed away suddenly ofa heart attack, at his home in Wayland, Iowa, Nov.
27, 1950; aged 85 y. 3 m. 21 d. On Feb. 19, 1897, he was married to Nettie Miller. One son
(Be~amin) was born to this union. His parents, one brother (Samuel), and 2 sisters (Helen and
Lavina) preceded him in death. He leaves his wife, one son (Benjamin, Morton, Ill.),
one brother (Jacob, Wayland, Iowa), 7 sisters (Mrs. Lydia Eigsti, Morton, Ill.; Mrs. C. M. Roth,
Mrs. Anna Wyse, Mrs.D.W. Orendorff, Mrs. Eva Leichty, Mrs. A. D. Blosser, Mrs. Minnie
Sutter, all of Wayland, Iowa, and a large number of nephews and nieces and other relatives and
friends. He accepted Christ as his Saviour when a young man and united with the Mennonite
Church, of which he was a member at the time of his death. Funeral services were held at the
Sugar Creek Church Nov. 29 with Simon Gingerich and Vernon Roth in charge. Text: Job 5: 26.
Interment was made in the nearby cemetery. in charge of Willard Leichty, assisted by Omar Nicely
and Glen Richards.

Gerig, Jacob, son ofSebastion and Magdalena (Goldsmith) Gerig, was born near Trenton, Iowa,
May 12, 1869; died at the Parkview Home, Wayland, Iowa, Dec. 21, 1961; aged 92 y. 7 m. 9 d.
On Nov. 19, 1896, he was married to Anna Nebel, who died March 21, 1956. One son also
preceded him in death. Surviving are 2 sons and one daughter (Vernon, Rachel--Mrs. Milton
Roth, and Milburn, all of Wayland), 11 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, and 5 sisters
(Elizabeth Roth, Anna Wyse, Mollie--Mrs. D. W. Orendorff, Eva Leichty, and Minnie Sutter).
Two brothers, 4 sisters, and a foster son also preceded him in death. He was a member of the
Sugar Creek Church, where funeral services were held Dec. 23,



Gerig. Benjamin Gerig was born in Frostett, France, Nov. 11, 1842; died at his late residence near
Smithville, Ohio, Aug. 4, 1913; aged 70 y. 9 m. 3 d. He emigrated to this country in 1860 at the
age of 17. On June 12, 1862, he united in wedlock with Lydia Schrock who was born and reared
on the farm of said residence where they lived together for nearly 50 years, when mother died
Apr. 4, 1911. To this union were born 5 sons and 5 daughters, all of whom survive their parents,
save one, Caroline, who died in November, 1897. There have been 26 grandchildren born, all of
which are yet alive. In his youth he accepted his Savior and united with the A. M Church before
coming to America. On May 6, 1895, he was ordained minister by the church of his choice and on
May 3, 1896, he was ordained to the office of bishop, in which capacity he served faithfully until
God called him higher and he quietly and peacefully passed into the great beyond. He was very
sympathetic and much interested in the welfare of his members. He was a kind and loving husband
and affectionate father, and as a neighbor he was always willing to lend a helping hand to those in
need. He was generous and kind to the poor who sought his advice and counsel, always sociable
and hospitable to strangers, and during his aft1iction he so very much appreciated the many visits
of friends and neighbors who came to see him. On Aug. 7 his remains were laid away in the Oak
Grove Cemetery, his funeral being unusually large.

Gerig.--Lydia Gerig (nee Schrock) was born Oct. 1, 1841; died April 4, 1911; aged 69 y. 6 m. 3
d. She was born, lived all her life and died at her late residence near Smithville, O. On June 17,
1862 she was united in marriage to Benjamin Gerig. To this union were born five sons and five
daughters, all of whom grew up to manhood and womanhood and all of whom survive and are
present except the oldest daughter, Caroline, who preceded her to the spirit world. In addition to
her own sons and daughters there are also 24 grandchildren. In her youth she united with the
Amish Mennonite Church and was a consistent and faithful member of the same during her life,
and was always present and took an active part in worshiping with this body of believers when
circumstances would allow. By her departure, she leaves a loving husband, children and
grandchildren together with a large circle of friends and neighbors to mourn their loss. Yet they
mourn not without the hope of meeting her again in the eternal realms above.
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